Wal-Mart
reversal
in Deland

stuns foes

Some said they saw
signs Commissioner
Mary Swiderski would
eventually switch sides.

BySANDRAPEDIONI -~

DELAND — A day aftera Wal-

" Mart Supercenter gotitsfinal ap-

proval in north Deland, those
who fought against it for yearg
said they feel betrayed by some-
one they’d considered afriend.

_ For four

sionin 1999, A
But late Monday night, Swis
decisions, saying that for four

years she had been motivated

by
anger and retall; oL =2t

struggling  fog’, . s
answers. < Jlg i o -
In the days before the vote,
they said, she wotldn’t even take
ther cails as she negotiated with
Wal-Mart on ways.to maie the
supercenter [cokpretty, - .

“It's just incredible that for -
four years running that she voted
with us and then betrayed us like
that,” said Tom Brooks, a Wal-
Mart opponent. .

Monday’s vote-left opponents
of Wal-Mart reeling and unsure
of their next step.-An appeal is
pending in court/and the group
couid file a separate compiaint
with the City Commission in the
next30days. <

Mavyor Dave Rigsoy, who has
consistentiy vored in favor of the
supercenter.  said  Swiderski
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of Sept. 11 inspired

Swiderski says attacks

her compromuse vote

= worried more about traffic
WAL-MART mowp ~ Womied more abour waffic

at least wanted some things would be leit by the regular-
that she feit her constituency size Wal-Mart nearby.
was asking for. So she was But former -ailies think
trying in her way to be a that Swiderskii who has
i worked as a graphic artst
After her vote, Swiderski and does artwork oa her
gave a speech in which she own, must have been flat-
said the conilict was “ail my tered by Wal-Mart’s interest
fauit” and that she had been inherideas. -c:-
“consumed with anger and . “Of coursethey were
retaiiation against those that courting her vote,” Brewer
were changing my Deland.”  said. “The best“way to court
She blamed herself for be- someone in any manner, I
ing too anti-Wal-Martinstead suppose, is_ta: compliment
of trying to reach a compro- them. Mary is avery creative
mise. She even invoked this person. She has good talents.
month’s terrorist attacks in She has good taste. For them -
New York City -and to accept her ideas was a
Washington D.C. as playing a - huge compliment.” . ~.=>

inherdedsion. © . W AT TIR
things » she said. “Af- " | As Wal-Mart wasnegotiat-
ter what has happened in ing with Swidersid, the dis-
New York on Sept. 11, I be- - count giant waswaging anin-
lieve we all need to start liv- tense public reiations cam-
ingalifethatmatters.” - paign incuding poone Cals

-Later, she said, “It"took 70 residents -and leftess

Sept. 11 to put that into per— -urgng Them to contact Swi-

spective I.2It was that that  dersid and aiy commission
made me wake up and say, ‘*m%ifﬂmvmm

;
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‘Lef’smoveon.’”.. _* - "Tavor of the supercenter. ]
.- 1 knew ﬁm on_pe
Some said they found her "an exmreme =L .
remarks about the terrorist “sure.” said Allen W -

attacks baifling. Others said torney ror the:anti-Wal-Mart
that perhaps insome way, the residents.. . .

attacks that shocked the na-  Many peopie were urging
tion made her more reflective  the commussion to hold off on

the terrorist anax:kswﬁsthat.:Bob Apgar;who resigned to
Swiderski used the term “liv- “run for mayor. But Rigsby,

ing a life that matters” three -
weels after he- gave her a
book with the same name.
Brewer, who lives on Vio-
letwood Road across from
where the supercenter would
go, said he gave the book
about ‘Tesolving inner con-
flicts to Swiderski when it be-

| came apparent she was
| startng to have doubts about

harannWal-Marr stance.

. A Swiderski recail?

who has consistenrly voted in
favor of Wal-Mart, insisted
on having the commission
vote before the elections. -

-’ There was taik Tuesday of
a recall petition against Swi-
derski, aithough Wal-Mart
foe and. City Commission
candidate Maureen France |
cavs rhar's oning rnn i
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