Zoning board decides
how far to bend rules

By DAVID ABELS
Times Staff Writer

TAMPA — They come with a wide range
of requests, from the woman asking to open a
beauty shop in her living room to the business-
man trying to build too close to a highway.

For some, it's the first time they’ve spoken
publicly. For others, it's just a nuisance costing
time and money.

But they endure the hassle because, for
most, it’s the only chance of getting what they
want from their county government. Most are
asking for permission to do something the rules
say they can't.

They appeal to the Hillshorough County
Board of Adjustment, a formal-sounding name
for seven county residents who review cases
once a month for the county.

Virtually all the board's cases involve some
interpretation of the county’s intricate zoning
and planning rules — churches that want to
build a bingo hall too close to their property
line, homeowners who want permission to put

a shed in their side yard, astrologers who want
to set up shop in their front parlor.

But unfortunately, like many government
activities, the process depends on what some
would say is a confusing and cumbersome
shuffle of papers — forms to be filled out,
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documents to be filed, petitions to be signed.

And then, of course, there is getting up in
front of the board to speak.

If there is any consolation, though, it may
be that even some of the county’s most famous
residents must go before the board. According
to records, Q105-FM radio personality Cleve-
land Wheeler has asked permission to put a
pool in the front yard of his Keystone Park
home.

Ronald Reinhardt, a Seffner resident, asked
the board in April for permission to run a
taxidermy business from his home.

Variance requests run bureaucratic gamut

“I wasn't really prepared as far as what to
expect,” he said. ““I don’t think the educational
process, the literature they send out, is really
enough to go before the board. You have to go
there and sit there and watch people.”

The adjustment board approved Rein-
hardt’s request, which had to satisfy the board
on several points: the business wouldn’t occupy
more than 25 percent of the floor space in his
home and it wouldn’t create any noises, odors
or hazards bothering the surrounding area.

Before his application would even be re-
viewed, Reinhardt had to get an aerial view of
his property and dimensions of his home, obtain
survey reports, notify his neighbors within 150
feet of his property and pay his fees.

“The $200 I didn’t need to spend,” says
Reinhardt. Lack of money is the very reason he
asked permission to use his home.

Still, Reinhardt says that during his hear-
ing, board members offered valuable assis
tance. Though they denied his initial request
for permission to operate his business in a
back-yard shed, board members encouraged
Reinhardt to find a different location and then
allowed him to operate his business from his
bedroom until he finishes construction on a
garage.
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