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. Ybor City asks through the Bartio
Latino Comrmission, an appoint
body that reviews architectural
designs and site plans for new devel

Cheeseburger in paradise? Maybe. The new McDonald's has the
same menu but tried to fitin with bricky Ybor.

them.”

the drive-through entry and windows
so that they are confined to the east
side of the building. The side facing N
2lst'Street has an outdoor porch with

seating. )
Todd Pressman, a consultant hired

Times photo — CHRIS ZUPPA

McDonald’s eventually redesigned

‘' opment in the nationally recognized

Dv the developers to help them navi

historic district. The Barrio is backed
by a set of development codes meant
to preserve the feel of Yhor’s deep
; isztin roots, symbolized by the brick
+ Ygar factories.
“The codes have evolved over 30
tars or so, and the district has
ekpanded. Itincludes the McDonald’s
2t 2101 E 13th Ave., at the main Inter-
state 4 ramp into Ybor.

McDonald’s took over the site ofa sal

gate the ‘political process of wmmng
approval, says 1L WO out for

sides.

But he said such heavy scrutiny

an
thetic rules are har d to quanﬁf;' anH

d subjectivity carries Tisks. Aes-

can be abused by governmental

Dodies. _
“Tfs a hell of a lot more hoops.” he

arg-nding arcutec oard. Some

former Hardee's, which had the look

people are going to gve up and not

of any other Hardee's. Across the
street is a typical Burger King, with
its sandwich motif sign and encircling
ive-through.
5 From the start, when U.S. Restau-
thnt Properties Operating LP pro-
nosed the McDonald's, it sought to
set itself apart with a distinct design.

" “They wanted very much to have a
building that kept the integrity of the
area,.” said Blake Waddell, marketing
supervisor in Florida for McOpCo,
the operating company for
\{cDonald’s corporate-owned restau-

The proposal came on the heels of
the Barrio’s lengthy fight with a devel
oper proposing to build one of Ybor's
Jdrgest new entertainment complexes.
Penet Land Corp. wanted to turn the
site of the former Blue Ribbon gro-
cery store on Seventh Avenue into a

170.000-square-foot, $20-million center

meet those standards and not

develop.”

Garcia, who designed the Spain
restaurant downtown and the transit
stations in Yhor City and the Channel
District, said the market plays a
bigger force in whether a developer
will stick it out.

“1¢’s really about how badly you
want to be there,” he said. “If you
want to be there, then you adjust to
the regulaton.

Of course, not everyone livesin a
historic district with regulations gov-
erning appearance. Tampa has his-
toric districts in Ybor, 01d Hyde Park,
Tampa Heights and Seminole
Heights, each with design restric-

ions.
But Acosta, the city’'s historic
preservation manager, says he gets
about 500 requests a year o develop

id. “1hats the Janger of having a

‘ !

Citivin  dicrrict and that most make it
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