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Palmetto church no fan
of store’s building plans

DUANE MARSTELLER
Herald Sta_" Writer

PALMETTO — More than 100

church-ﬁ?__ers and _nelghbors
pac e y Councu chambers -

Monday night, not to condemn the
devil but to criticize a developer's

lans to bulld a convenience store
and storage yard next fo Holy
Cross Catholic Church. - .
Their prayers llv;vent ui]answere‘d
as the councll, in a series of spiit
voles annexea the slte at ?he
noﬁﬁwest corner of U.S. 41 Busi-

ness and 26th Street West, rezoned
it and amended the clity's land-use
plan to allow the proposed develop-
ment. Vice Mayor Tamara Corn-
well and Councilwoman Mary
Lancaster dissented each tire.

The property’s owner, Norman
W. Bond, plans to build a storage
facility for boats and recreational
vehicles on part of the 4.9-acre site.
He also plans to later build a con-
venlence store with gasoline
pumps.

But church members and resi-
dents of the nearby Leisure Lake

Mobile Home Park said the pro-
posed convenlence store would be
incompatible with their nelghbor
hood. It would cause traffic ¢on.
gestion, attract drunken loiterers
and be a nulsance, they sald. '

“We are not against good devel-
opment,” said Raymond Haddad,
director of the Diocese of Venice's
building commission. “We're Just
concerned about what's going.to
80 in there. A convenience store is
not appropriate.” o

Opponents and some council
members also expressed worrles
that the proposed project could
create a traffic hazard. Some vehi-
cles entering and leaving the site
would have to cross in front of
southbound U.S. 41 Business traf:
fic at the foot of a curve.

There is a flashing yellow cau-
tion light at the highway’s inter-
section with 26th Street West. The
Florida Department of Transpor-
tation will have to approve any

entrance to the project and make
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improvements to U.S. 41 Business,

sald Todd Pressman, a Clearwater
public relations consultant repre-
senting Bond.

- Annexing the property into the
city is better for the church and
neighbors
the cit hibits 1|
sald. , Bond co -
ately bulld a convenlence store on
the site without public review

under the county’s zoning, Press-
man said.

“A negative vote will bring what
You and the citizens of Palmefto do

not want,” he sald.

Havfﬁg that control, as well as
adding to the city's tax base,
swayed the council members who
approved the project. .

“I want the city to have control

man

over this property because I d¢'not

. want the county to allow alcohol

sales near your church on Siii.

days,” Councilwoman Shi ey
Groover Bryant told the stand 18-
room-only audience. ’ B

Cornwell said she was bothered
by the potential traffic hazhrd,

- Lancaster cited the controversial

Groover's Super Market for 'her
opposition. #h s
“I'm opposed to a convenlence
store because I've seen what it ¢an
do to a community, no matter low
many promises are made,” she
said. ¥

Duane Marsteller, Palmerto city govern-
ment reporter and Manatee County
social services reporter, can be '
reached at 782-5519 or 745-7080,"exr.
2630, or at n
dmarsteller@bradenton.com
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